
 

 

Tuesday 7th February 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Woodland View is participating alongside hundreds of other schools across the UK and students will be learning about 
how to use the internet safely and positively. We believe that internet safety education is a crucial element of the 
curriculum and an essential part of young people’s development.  
 
Here at WVPS, we teach children about internet safety (e-safety) in our PSHE work and through our ongoing ICT lessons, 
not a one off event but in carefully planned activities throughout the year. We are continually drive home key messages 
with the children about staying safe online and making responsible choices to keep themselves, and others safe. 
Furthermore, we tackle issues that arise for children in class discussions and assemblies. For example, we have had to 
work with our upper KS2 children to ensure that they understand the consequences of posting hurtful messages online; 
we’ve also had to talk to children who have had problems when gaming online. Very often when children are online they 
don’t think through the consequences of their actions, they are quick to react and perhaps say, or write, things that they 
wouldn’t say in the ‘real world.’ When children are in the comfort of their own home, ‘hidden’ behind a screen they often 
behave differently and are more likely to take risks. For example, children most children wouldn’t share information with a 
stranger in a park- but can be happy to share personal information, and sometimes images, with a stranger they have 
been chatting to online for just minutes or hours. Children quickly ‘befriend’ strangers online and trust that this person is 
who they say they are.   
 
Did you know: 

• Facebook, Snapchat and other social media websites and messaging services have an age restriction of 13 or older? 
• WhatsApp has an age restriction of 16 or older? 
• Images and videos get 8,500 likes and 1,000 comments per second on Instagram? 
• The equivalent of 110 years of live video is watched on Periscope every day? 
• On Instagram, photos showing faces are 38% more likely to get ‘likes’ than photos without faces? 
• 300 million photos are uploaded to Facebook every day? 
• 400 million snaps are sent on Snapchat each day? 
• 88% of images shared via social media end up on the World Wide Web? 

 
This week we are particularly focussing on the dangers associated with posting images online, helping older children to 
understand the consequences of posting personal images online. We will encourage them to ask: Who can see the 
photos? Who can copy the photos? What can someone learn from the photo? (E.g. Could someone glean personal 
information such as name, age, address, school etc.) Furthermore, we will be working with all children to help them 
understand what to do if they see an image that is unexpected, or upsetting. Our youngest children will be learning about 
‘Smartie the Penguin’ who gets help from his mum and dad.  
With the older children we will reinforce the importance of turning the screen off, and showing an adult. It is important not 
to shut the computer/tablet/phone off otherwise it might be difficult for you as a parent to see the inappropriate content. 
We would remind you that you can take ‘screen shots’ to help you collate evidence should you need this to pass on to the 
Police or if you are contacting the website to make a complaint/flag up a safety issue.   
 
It is also very important to help children to understand that everything they write and share online can be traced, tracked 
and captured. They must understand that they are creating ‘virtual footprints’ in the online world. Are they happy for 
everyone to see this? Will they still want though words and images to be associated with them in a year, or more? Would 
they want it to be seen by their family? Teachers? 
 
Digital Resilience: Does your child have the skills to survive, and thrive, online? 
We would also ask you to discuss as a family privacy settings and ground rules with the children. It is important to 
continually revisit these and check that settings are still ‘up- to-date’ as often when apps and websites refresh the privacy 
settings are lost. Finally, never rely on filters and privacy settings. There will always be loop holes, inappropriate content 
will ‘pop up’ (adverts, adult material etc.) children will push boundaries and above all there are people online purposefully 
seeking to befriend young people and steal personal data, or worse. Our young people are extremely vulnerable online 
and we must help protect them. Therefore you need to know that your child is ‘digital resilient’ so that they can make the 
right choices and get help when something unexpected happens online.  Attached with this letter you will find some useful 
resources for you as a parent: 

• Conversation Starters- how can you break the ice and talk to children about their ‘life online’? 
• Factsheet for Parents- a comprehensive list of great resources and websites that you can look to as a parent for 

advice and guidance.  
Yours sincerely, 
Helen Mee 
Deputy Head 
 


