A Guide for Parents and Carers of
Children in Year 1

www.wvps.northants.sch.uk

Meet the Team…

Mrs Burton

Mrs Clark

Mrs McDonagh

Mrs Borwick

Mrs Baxter

Mrs Rees

Mrs Doggett

Mrs Stanton

Ask your children about us- how do we support your child and Year 1?
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Welcome to Year 1
Year 1 is an exciting time for both children and parents!
Children are now of statutory school age
.
and the curriculum changes from that of the Foundation Stage. At Woodland View, we aim to offer
your child a curriculum that provides a smooth transition from Reception into Year 1. We deliver an
exciting and stimulating education in the way that is most suitable for children at this age.
Children are expected to undertake more formal tasks in Year 1 and we have high expectations of
outcomes and presentation from which the children thrive. We ensure children still have and build
upon all of the practical exploration based learning skills that were developed within their
Reception year.
In Year 1, we plan our teaching in a cross curricular way with an overall topic focus for each halfterm. English and Maths lessons are planned with a key focus for the week, linking to our topics
where possible and making the learning relevant and meaningful.
Throughout Key Stage 1, we have a dedicated daily ‘Speaking and Listening’ time. This allows us an
opportunity to hear the children read weekly on a one to one basis whilst giving the rest of the
children time to develop key skills through ICT, handwriting, fine motor tasks and PSHE activities.
This will mean children will read and change their books once a week with the class teacher. This
encourages the children to re-read their books to promote fluency and understanding.
As the children progress through Year 1, expectations remain high in order for each child to reach
their potential and to prepare them for the transition into Year 2.
Please note that in Year 1 the children are not provided with a snack. If you would like to, you can
provide your child with a fruit or vegetable based snack (no crisps, chocolate etc).

Our Mission
We aim to provide the best possible education for all of the children; to promote a love of
learning within a positive and stimulating atmosphere, fostering mutual care and respect; to
nurture and challenge the whole child to their full potential; to develop high standards of
curriculum attainment; to offer a range of opportunities for children to enhance their
musical, creative and sporting talents; to encourage an understanding of the meaning and
significance of faith, promoting tolerance and high moral values, supporting children on
their emotional and spiritual journey; to be innovative, forward-thinking and to strive for
continual improvement.

Above all ……

to make the experience at our school one of
enjoyment, fun and happiness.

An Overview of the Year

Autumn
The Big Build
Posting and Places
Spring
To the Rescue…
The Potting Shed
Summer
Brilliant Bodies
Animal Allsorts

Timetables
*Timetables are subjects to change dependant on weather, performance unit etc.
Mrs Rees teaches Mrs Clark’s class all day on Wednesday and Mrs Burton’s class on a Thursday
morning. A PE coach and Mrs Burton will teach both classes on a Tuesday afternoon.
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Reading Timetable
*Subject to change due to trips, performances etc

Day

Group

Monday

Wizards

Tuesday

Magicians

Wednesday

Fairies

Thursday

Pixies

Friday

Elves

We will aim to read with the children at least once a week.
Books will be changed when the children have read and fully
understood the text and it has been documented in their
reading record. This may mean that the same book could be
read two or three times to help children with their fluency
and understanding of the texts.

Key Objectives
(Taken from the National Curriculum)

Writing

Reading

Maths

Key Skills- Personal
By the end of Year 1 we expect children to…
 Sit still on the carpet and listen for at least 20
minutes.
 Get changed for PE independently, folding up and
putting away their own clothes.
 Remove their own earrings for PE and put them in a
safe place.
 Write their first name and surname using capital
letters correctly.
 Know their date of birth including the year they
were born.
 Know their address and telephone number.
 Wash and dry their hands using soap and to know
the reasons why this is important.
 Go to the toilet at a sensible time.
 Follow at least 2 step instructions.
 Complete tasks in a given time.
 Know and play a range of playground games.
 Put away and be responsible for their own book bag
and lunchbox (from the beginning of the year).

Uniform…And What Not
to Wear!
School Uniform:
 Bordeaux Woodland View Crew Neck Sweatshirt with Logo
 White Woodland View Polo Shirt with Logo
 Dark Grey Trousers or Skirt
 Black appropriate flat Shoes
Summer variation:
 Yellow Gingham Dress
 Dark Grey Shorts
PE Kit:
 White or Yellow T-shirt
 Burgundy Shorts
 PE jumper and tracksuit trousers during colder months.
 Plimsolls or trainers
Jewellery:
Children are allowed to wear small studs but no other jewellery. These
must be removed for days when PE takes place or the children must be
able to remove their earrings themselves. Children cannot take part in PE
lessons if they have their earrings in due to health and safety regulations.
Please be aware that PE days may change due to circumstances such as the
weather.
ALL ITEMS OF CLOTHING MUST BE CLEARLY LABELLED WITH THE CHILD’S NAME PLEASE.

Behaviour- RESPECT
In Year 1 we expect children to…








Abide by the class rules that are agreed as a class.
Consider their actions towards others.
Treat others as they themselves want to be treated.
Understand the consequences for their actions.
To understand the meaning of the word “Sorry” and be able to explain why they are
saying this word.
To remember their manners, especially “Please” and “Thank you”.
Respect the classroom environment including books that are taken home.

Children will be rewarded with dojo points throughout the year. They can be awarded for
many positive behaviours including, great effort, being polite, showing manners, helping
others and showing the right attitude.
If children are struggling to follow the behaviour rules they may have to use our ‘cloud’
behaviour system. If they reach the bottom cloud they will lose 5 minutes of their playtime.

Protective Behaviours
As part of our ongoing commitment to prioritising safeguarding we are implementing a
safety programme for our pupils which focuses on empowering children around personal
safety. This is a Protective Behaviours programme, focusing around two main themes ‘We
all have the right to feel safe all of the time’ and ‘There is nothing so awful or small that we
can’t talk about it with someone’. The information provided to children is generic and can
be applied to a range of situations that may arise for them, such as bullying, internet safety,
being harmed, feeling sad or feeling unsafe.
The overall aims of the programme are:
• To empower children to feel safe and know they have a right to feel safe.
• To give children the confidence and ability to assertively manage their own safety.
• To give children the skills to take responsibility for their own bodies (including naming
body parts using correct terminology), thoughts, feelings and behaviour.
• To enable children with a range of communication abilities to ask for help.
The programme is age appropriate, using a variety of activities, including songs and games
to introduce and reinforce the themes.

Homework Top Tips
 Homework is an important opportunity to consolidate and extend learning in class as well as providing a
great opportunity for you to spend some time with your child talking to them about what they are
learning in school.
 In Year 1 we provide children with homework that we would like you to support your child with, helping
them when necessary but not doing it for them.
 It is ok to help- but please make a note on your child’s work e.g. He enjoyed this activity, especially the
website game. He could do this independently but needed help with writing the numbers. This is really
helpful for us in school.
 It is your child’s responsibility to hand in their homework. Homework is given out on a Friday and is to be
handed back on the following Wednesday. Please help your child to remember to do this by reminding
them.
 Have a clear, quiet working space available for homework and reading time and try to make time to
spend with your child on a one to one basis whenever possible.
 Spellings will be given out on a weekly basis and should be practised at home ready for a test the
following week. Spellings will be sent home after Christmas.
 In Year 1, tasks should not take more than 25 minutes. Children should also read for at least 10 minutes
daily with comments written in their reading records about progress at home. Alternatively, please date
and sign to show that you have read with your child.
 We aim to provide children with homework that will consolidate their learning in school as well as being
a means of communication for you to know more about what your child has been learning at school.
 Week 3 of each term the children will be set an online piece of homework using Abacus.
 On the last week of each half term, children will be asked to focus on the ‘Challenge at Home’ activities.
 For further guidance, visit the school website.

Recommended Reads:







The 3 Little Wolves and the Big, Bad Pig by Eugene Trivizas
Percy the Park Keeper Books by Nick Butterworth
The Tiny Seed by Eric Carle
Funny Bones by Allan Ahlberg and Janet Ahlberg
The Emperor’s Egg by Martin Jenkins
Meerkat Mail by Emily Gravett

Useful Websites:
 School website: www.wvps.northants.sch.uk
 ICT Games – This website has some great English and Maths games and activities:
http://www.ictgames.com/
 Crick web - http://www.crickweb.co.uk/Key-Stage-1.html
 BBC schools - http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/
 Phonics – www.phonicsplay.co.uk

Term Dates

