
 

 

13 September 2016 

  

 

Headteacher Newsletter No. 308 

 

Dear Parents 

 

Welcome Back 

The term has started very well and children have settled readily into their learning. The new 

Foundation Stage children will all be in by Friday. We have two new teachers who are also settling in 

nicely, Miss Williams (Y1) and Mrs George (Y6). 

 

Year Group Guides  

We know you find these invaluable at the start of each school year and they will be available on the 

class pages of the school website shortly (we will text you to let you know). Please do find time to 

read the relevant one(s) for your child(ren). Thank you. 

 

We have some early meetings this term to help parents understand what goes on in school, and these 

are: 

FS Meeting for Parents   Monday 10 October 6.30pm Approaches to early English & Maths and 

       how you can help 

Y3 Meeting for Parents Monday 10 October 7.30pm  Y3 issues and transition into Key Stage 2  

Y6 Meeting for Parents Coming soon!   Y6 issues and transition into secondary school 

 

Parents’ Evenings to discuss your child’s learning & progress are scheduled for 8
th
 & 10

th
 November (see 

Key Dates). We will let you know when the online booking system is open. 

 

Homework 

Our guide to homework is on the school website. You will know that the range and type of 

homework changes/extends as the children get older. For all year groups, we have a Challenge At 

Home programme which focusses on more real life experiences and tasks. Normal homework is 

suspended in the last week of every half term as this is set aside for Challenge At Home tasks.  

For Y1 to Y6, the third week of each half term is set aside for Abacus Maths homework and your child’s 

teacher will pass on the details required. 

 

Clubs 

The information on the external club providers has already been forwarded to you and the children 

experienced taster sessions in each of these in the first two weeks. Details on all teacher led clubs 

available to the children will follow soon. We expect these to start on 4th October, although some 

clubs, such as Choirs, may start sooner. 

 

Music Lessons 

Music lessons (paired or small group tuition) are available in Brass, Strings, Woodwind, Keyboard & 

Drums. Please contact Mrs Birch in the office if you wish to add your child to the waiting lists, although 

we do have limited spaces currently in Drums (Y3 upwards), Strings (Y2 upwards) and Brass (Y3 

upwards). Fees are £60.50 per term which guarantees a minimum of 10 lessons. Lessons are based 

upon ten minutes per child (so a pair would get 20 mins, a group of three would get 30 mins).  

 

Immersive Room 

Last week, all children had their first visit to our Immersive Room. In this new room (built inside the 

Music Room), children will be immersed in their learning as images/videos can be projected on three 

walls, with sound and interactivity. For example, if we are talking to the children about the Alps, our 

new room can take them there: with views all around us from the top of Mont Blanc, with sounds of 

the wind and mountain birds and the air conditioning set to very cold! Such experiences will help 

develop children’s understanding of places we can’t go to on a day trip (!), and we hope it will 

improve the quality of their work back in the classroom. 

The FOWV pledged the full funding for this fantastic resource from last year’s, and the coming year’s, 

income. Many, many thanks to everyone for helping to provide this multi-sensory learning experience. 
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Can you contribute to our success?  

As well as being great parents by supporting and encouraging your child, there are several ways that 

you could contribute more: 

 

1. Friends of Woodland View (FOWV) – Our parent/teacher association meets approximately 

monthly to plan and organise fundraising and social activities for our community (some events 

for children, some for families, some for adults only). The efforts of this group are much 

appreciated and they provide much needed funds to enhance the education experiences and 

resources for all of the children (see previous page information about our Immersive Room). 

Their AGM is next Tuesday at 7.30pm at the school, please do come along to see how you can 

get involved. If you want us to help you get in touch with the FOWV, just ask at the office.

          

2. Volunteer Helpers in School – if you can give up a regular session per week we would love to 

hear from you. You will be given an induction session and will then support a class in school 

(not your child’s class). This might mean reading, craft, PE or general support in the classroom; 

let us know what you prefer. Please let the office know if you are interested and Miss Mee will 

be in touch soon. 

 

Starting School 

If you have a child due to start school in September 2017, or know someone who has, please ensure 

the child’s details are given to the office so that we can invite parents to school tours later this term. 

Applications deadline is 5pm on 15
th
 January 2017. 

 

KEY DATES  

 

Tuesday 13 September School Bank Re-opens 

Wed 14 September Y5 Workshops with Royal & Derngate Theatre 

Thursday 15 September Y4 Swimming starts (Mr Dodd’s class) 

Tuesday 20 September FOWV AGM 7.30pm at school 

Tuesday 4 October Teacher-led Clubs start 

Monday 17 October Y4 Performance Evening 6.30pm 

Friday 21 October Close for half term (3.15pm) 

Monday 31 October Training Day (school closed)  

Tuesday 1 November School re-opens 

Tuesday 8 November Parents’ Evening 3.30-6.30pm 

Thursday 10 November  Parents’ Evening 5.30-8.30pm 

Monday 14 November Individual Photographs provisional day (plus Tuesday morning) 

16 & 17 November Book Fair 

Saturday 19 November Y5 Strictly Ballroom Dancing festival (details to Y5 shortly) 

Monday 5 December FS Nativity Show 2.00pm & 6.30pm 

Monday 12 December Y2 Performance Evening 6.30pm 

Wed 14 December Cygnet Christmas Lunch 

Monday 19 December Christmas Party Day 

Tuesday 20 December Close for Christmas (3.15pm) 

Wednesday 4 January Training Day (school closed) 

Thursday 5 January School re-opens 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mark Thomas 

Headteacher 

 

PS We are aware there have been some operational 

issues with the school caterers and the uniform 

provider. Whilst these are outside of our control we 

have been liaising with them to try to iron out 

problems, and apologise for any inconvenience. 

 

 

 

Performance Evening dates for the year: 

Y4 Monday 17 October 6.30pm 

FS Monday 5 December 2pm & 6.30pm 

Y2 Monday 12 December 6.30pm 

Y3 Monday 6 February 6.30pm 

Y5 Monday 27 March 6.30pm 

Y1 Monday 22 May 6.30pm 

Y6 Thursday 20 July time tbc 

http://www.wvps.northants.sch.uk/

